Mantanarea

DIVE CENTER | AZORES




Where We Are

Our diving center is located in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean
the Island of Santa Maria , the furthest southeastern Island ¢
azorean archipelago.

AZORES ‘ This location offers ideatonditions for diving, not only because
PORTUGAL itos fantastic water visibit
24°C), but also because of its strategic location at the doorstep
. AZORES Natural Reserves of Formigais
» . Proteced Mari ne Areas as the nAB

Maia considered by many as the best diving locations in Europ:

SANTA MARIA =

ISLAND

2 hours from Lisbon!
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Our Setup

Boats
Manta --------------------- 7,10m, semtigid, 1x SUZUKI 200CV, 14 Psons
Badejo --------------------- 8,50m, semrigid, 1x SUZUKI 300CV, 20 PPsons
Birostris --------------—---- 8,50m, semrigid, 1x SUZUKI 300CV, 20 Pesons
R LF [0 ——— 7,50m, semrigid, 1x SUZUKI 225CV, 20 B®ns
BTy e — 7,10m, fibeglassVOLVO PENTA 150CV, 8 Brsons

B-Trox Filling Station

This moderrBAUER PURE AIR certified filling station offers complete safety ofeyation and na exceptional air quality
with up to 40% oxygen enriched air (Nitrox).

Bauer Portable PE300 Poseidon Edition
Diving Equipment
15, 12,7, 6 and 3 liters steel tanks; complete diving seas equgpmeydgen emergency kits

Rebreatherfriendly conditions

Oxygen, Helium and Trimix available; Booster pump feradd He; Consumables and equents; 3.7 liers bailouts;
Various transfer material; {Analyzer.

/

DIVE CENTER | AZORES



Bauer Pure Air
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Bauer Portable PE300 Poseidon Edition
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Boats
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& ‘s.l &E" What We Offer

CMAS INTERNATIONAL Bandeira Azul

In addition to the guided dives, w
offer Padi, SSI, CMAS and DDI
training and we are also a TI
ARRebr eat h e rPos&don
MKVI Discovery Dive Center.

Since 2018 we are also honored
being the first Dive Center bein
part of theProgram Blue Flag,
having the pleasure to use this fl
on one of our Boats.

*We are able to guide and for
handicapped divers in safety al
make their certification.
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Diving Center Area 7T MantaMaria
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Dive Center
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Blue Flag
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Diving

Santa Maria Island

There is a number of diferente types of dives around
Island of Santa Maria. This is due to the diverse geolog
formations of theAzorean archipelagb caves, tunnels an
sand bottoms on the coast, small islets close to the coi
submarine mounts in the open sea.

Worth ment i Bawxa dogAmbrasioot hweh e
yearly concentration of mant rays, wich is unique in
world, ocairsin the summeir a sure bet.

Natural Reserve of Formigas and Dollabarat

Considered by many as the best dive site in Europe,
reserve lies in the open sea, 20 miles northeast of the |
of Santa Maria. A vast number of marine species cal
obseved heré this is a place where the largest numbe
pelagic species can be frequently observed.
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The marine diversity is the star of the show and the basis for our excellence in the practickvofglractivity.

All photos above were taken by our clienthank You!
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Diving Spots

(®
Formigas

’
Baixa do Ambrésio (@
/‘ " Dollabarat  ®
N/ Baixo de Fora .
o y

Ilhéu das Lagoinhas
- = ee Baixasdo Sousa
2 ot
s
Cabego Jodo Lopes @
- @ Pinheiro
Galeada do gigante o ® Gruta Azul
Baixada Cagarra ®
® Pedrinha da Penedia
Ithéuda Vila (@ [5) -

H . . M »
Mantamaria Pedrinha \® Baixa da Maia

| Grutados @ o ‘
| anotes P.edrinha Rinadas ® Baixas do Sul

o 3
- daCré Reserva marinha
= i

DIVE CENTER | AZORES

16



Baixa da Maia

A small islet located less than 500 meters from the coast, in front of the village of Maia.

It is classified as an "AMP- protected marine area, where it is strictly forbidden to fish in an distance are
of 300 meters around the shoal, due to the importance of the place for the diving activity. The area is ¢
subject to moderate to strong mnts. However, this is the perfect spot for encounters with schools of pelagi
fish patrolling the waters around the roclarge schools of barracudas, amber jacks and crevalle jacks ar
not uncommon.
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Baixa daPenedia Diving Spot

This submerged shoal is located about 50 métoas the east shore of Santa Maria, with the top at just 3 metresaddep
a maximum depth of 32 metres. The spot is very convenient for snorkeling as well.

At the top of the shoal it is possible to observe a multitude of small colourful fish, such @sdte wrasses, but also
octopuses and moray eels; the recesses of the rocky seafloor shelter some barnacles, the empty shells oftenlazgupied
gobies.

At a depth of 15 metres we come across an oval cave, featuring some sponges of various walairdoin we reach
crack, near the bottom, where it is not unusual to spot a large dusky grouper and a school of crevalle jacks, aswvell as
branches of black coral and small schools of colourful swallowtail seaperches.
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Baixa do Ambrosio .
Diving Spot

One of the most popular dive sites of the Azores, the "AMRbtected Marine Area of Baixa do Ambrosio shows an incredibly
diverse and abundant marine life, as it is usually only found in the remote seamounts, away ¢aastthe

Only 3milesawayfrom he north coast of Santa Mari a, 0 Ambmantsraystidat b
hover peculiarly around the divers, in the summer months.

It is a deep dive, often subject to moderate to strong currents; it is nevertheless adeelesiblexperienced diveasnid even
suitable for snorkeling. Most divers choose to hang to the anchor cable, between 5 and 15 meterssisofdbe local fauna
can be seen also at shallow depths.

However, for the most experienced buccaneers, it islpeds explore the bottom, about 46 meters deep. It is formed by a sma
platform of 50 meters of length, also rich in life: pelagic menus, pieces of impressive size lemon, anchovies and fish piece:

/

DIVE CENTER | AZORES

19



Banco Joao Lopes

Diving Spot

at a depth of 14 meters and the base at around 40 meters.

Since it lies relatively far from the coast, it is sometimes subject to moderate to strong currents. Thesecoupkaus,
with the considerable depths in the vicinity, make the place suitable for more experienced divers.

At the top of the mount we havbke typical fauna of the islands, such as rainbow wrasses, ornate wrasses, schools of
salema porgies and the curious blacktail combers. The rock features steep slopes and vertical walls, along with son
platforms at a depth of 20 meters, providing thegmrénvironment for pelagic fish suchamsber jacks, yellowmouth
barracudas and large dusky groupers.

Near the bottom, dusky groupers and comb groupers swim along the walls, together with groups of nfamvanags
around.




llhéu da Vila
Diving Spot

This small islet, called llhéda Vila for its closeness to Vila do Porto, is about 50 meters high and 200 meters distant frc
I slandds sout hwest coast. Despite being close to latisean
integrant part of tb Natural Park of Santa Maria Island and also an "AM®btected Marine Area.

The north face of the islet is more prone to the appearance of schools of pelagic fish, such as amber jacks, yellownaldh
andcrevalle jacks. On the south side we fiad a small cave, around 12 meters long, where several species of nudibranct
crustaceans, such as the narwhal shrimp, find shelter.
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lIhéu das Lagoinhas Diving Spot

Lagoinhad sl et | i es on the northeast coast of Santa Mari a

Around the islet, a number of peaks rise from the sea bottom, at a depth of B2 toatear the surfacehe shallowest, on
the north range,anes up to only five meters deep.

At the top of the mounts there is a large number of fish species, like ornate wrasses, Atlantic damselfish, morayregls ant
triggerfish.

As the depth increases, we can spot some dusky groupers, barred hogfish anaadhgnoups of manta rays hoveragund
the islet.
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